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and bracken fu the green
at the par three 12th lo
FPeconic Bay beyon -
this tiny greer was
modefled on the Postage
Stamp at Reyal Troon,




Golf drchitecture: How did your

collaboratlon corme wliout?

Jeck Mipdaus: Michas! Pascucs| and

| have been fiends for a long tme, and
in lact, ha = a member at Muirfield
Villags Galf Ciub and a feumdng
memberat The Bears Clul, iry curern
pana club in Jupitern, Florda, When
Michasi purchased this peca of
property m Southamiplan, ne came to
meabout dung the Gagign for a private
golf olub he wanted to bulld. We ware
oelighted to be rmolved Then, CluEirg
tha serly stages of the project, Michael
had the oppatinlly o play & coupla

The opaning hola

s @ short par four
that cuiminates in
an wrrdulating grean
right an tha waters
edge - 8 precise
wedpe approach s
calted for, ar awen

& wall axecutod
run-up shot

&f courses designad by Tom Ooak - or
al least the dasign ha dd at Pacilic
Dures - and he liked e ook and fesl
af Tor's work: Sohe askad Tom to.get
Irvalvad i Sobanack. Tom had & graat
gleal af nput in the oerall fook, ard my
greatest input was fron a strateqy
stancpoktt - how the golf sourse plays,
{he quality of the golt shots.

Tom Doak | @mea no 1ha process &
bit lata. The cieant Michas! Pascuos
wiant oul 10 Paaific Dunes end lowed
fhe reuting and the sheping, and askad
1 wamiilel e Irierestad i Decoming
Fvokvel, collaborating with Sack, A1 the
tirmaé, |didn’t tinirec it was realistic 1hat
Jask woikd consider &, but | undar-
estimiated iz ralatanship wiln Michasl

@A What was the mission
stalament trowm your clieni?

- Michasl never ey sald oD moch
about his goals, bt | ihirk | Know wnat
ey wene, He Wanted to prodice a
goll couraa thal was very Clayvabls. a
goff courss the members are going to
play, Bt @ the same time, produce
something very spesial. It s 5 tantastic
nlana al progaty, and | think he wanted
7 goff course thal would: snow it off well
| thénk he wanted lo take that srea aof
Leong island anad the people that ara
gEina th aoee there, anch essantially
bk thearm Back on helir 2ang witn

gomething. gquite speckal. Michae Nas
a sutetantis finangial imestrent, and
| am certaln he wantad & means o gt
& raturn on that meastimént. But mos
impertsnt, Michas heg an emotianal
irrastmant in this prsact. This was
personal 1o him. This was about lesing
a legacy. This was, 20 [1s 852enca, 3
fabor of love. | fnirs | have Baed al that
g entugh and irvalved I anagn
projects to uncarstand what e necds
and what hes b0 bedans o
accompiish 21l inose poaks.

T0: Ha said that we might get o buid
oreat oourses all tha time, but for birm,
this propery was & onserea-liletime
opportunity, and he didn’t wienl (o

rraki any mistakes, 56 fg was wiling

1o pay two desrgr fass ag |nauranoo
Ha szl he waniad 18 goad holes that
wira ghatlenagirg far & goed clayer bul
fen fior the averags mamber, and i we
mangsged fa do hat, e st Wil
lake cams of the met

GA: What was Miohao| Pagcuco
like compared 1o your other alientay

S | have always Deleved that the besl
proacts, the Best ol Courses &re
when fhe owriar 15 vary much invohsad
in ihe design crooess, And Mike weas
wery mueh Innalved in this galf courss
Every tme | was harms, ne Was thens

| o't bedieve fhers was svar
8 rlegision made withoot ssyng,

Tichael, coowou fke dat] Michasl

wihat do you think?' And thes's 1Fmas
i sad, ' don't ke . S0, Tamard
got together and cecided on the best
wiry [0 oo somathing else. So | hink
Michael's ot was great. | mean,
wary time that |'ve done & project, ba
I{witty Hall Thomeson & Shoal Cresk,
Jack Viekers at Castid Pings or Lyle
Ardarson at Deset Mounman - and

| couild go through peolebily s dozen
crwnars of goif courses - evary Time
L ownar gets imvalved and gvary time
he has a sermsa of whal he wants, our
|ot i3 1o meet his expedtationg. Dur
joi & fiot 1o do something for our ega.
Oy job [ tey dey somisthing hil Mike

Paszucsl wants on thal plece

of propermy that will servcs hig
rmembership and whal he-wants,

not somelhing that would beneft our
reputation a5 adesieer |'mogell past
that, and | think Tom is|n that same
postion. Ouwr ghowas to do whal
Michesl wanisd, and we-did that.
After all, hevant weu ssen hig hat

the one hat has Nicklaus-Doak
Pascucc! an the beck?

T kichas! was-a hoot, ard he
kit the process tun, Jack and |
am bt pretty focussd on pErosism-
saking tha oasign whan weans oul

an aite, but having Mictieal &= 8 “thind
whagl' halped kesp us talkng metead
af getbng stusk on our aifferénces,

A couple of times, Jack handed Ns
pencl and clipboard 10 Michasl as a8
sLibtle wiy of fefling hm 1o qust doswn,
gt Michael would just take the pencil
and start Gratohing his oW dea

az (| he didr't understand the
Lrjdarlying messane

FA: How did Michasl's npat
impact the goll course?

M T and | sat down with Michael
and we zald tnat if we can 1 sares
Michasl was tha decicing vale Wel,
Town and | decided that 1hera was

Ml

ngwer going 1o b & deciding wats by



Wichasl.... exoppt e 18th Fole, Well,
the 18ih was mbabiy his greatest
inpul. Tory and | want=d a par 4, and
Mizhagl s, "Ne, s & par 5.* Cikay,
wi'll make 2.0 5. He won hat one
Femauess 15 his goil coures,

TO: Thie oy eoncrste akample s

ther 1980 R &t the start, both Jack
and | Visustized || asa long gar four,
the prevartial lough firsbng hole
@ong the water, bul Michasl Insisted
that it woulkd Silll be easy for the Tour
pnes [Free It plays downwiod] anc
{hat a goad parfive wookd e s much
more erpyabie firish for the memoers.
Sarwaa maved Bath 128 and green baok
& b, wiich bBrought 8 cress-nunker
miore (o play on the second shol,

as wall @5 2n am tree 1o the nght of
the green i you biock your second
shol o the right. It might be the

bast hcke on the course now,

EAa: What was the st remarkabls
testur ol the propariy?

S s hard not 1o simply say f was
e praparty Hael. Frst af gl the
IBcation i spatiacular. There g
warseetul, subtle changes in elovatice -
lmas than 1 00 fest of elevalion chanoe.
When the clubhouse is done &t
Sennnack, 1 tHink pou can probably 98
to m-and almeost see the-whals galf
gourse ora yery large parl of it
Clertasly, you wil have a grest view oul
Duer 1ha Day. You'll e hall a doran
hiokes down in ant of pow; you'l pee
half a dazen holes Dahind you, tsa
dramatc seting, But then you have ta
Lkt abvmd what the site reslilyis - sand
dr-sard dungs o be eact, The actual
fiarm &l ihe proparty was, 0 soms ways,
0t awkward. Bul, beeause of what
you couid dia T and with the propserdy
and heww youl souid play with i, wou
coLld saslly fake ary awswirtiness out
al it ¥ou can give me a dead-fia pece
of property; OF You Can gue ma a
raLIniEn hat goses stralght up and
oy, bUE I you ghs IL 1o me 6 the
sand, | can chango it and doaboul
armyming I seant o i The land &
Sabanack weg Ahout wist you coul
di waith /. Andl 1 think that & ol was
deeswath it It turmed et 1o ba realiy
i

I :GLy AHCRITECTURE

TOx Three-uarers of & mik-of forEoge
on Paconic Bay ia a pratty good start,
espeialy with the rarge of elevations
we Had - the exghlsenth toe s 70 foot
Abewe the wistar, bt the twelftn grean

I jLest Fourteen feed shove sea evsl,

GA! Heww did the fact that the course
i=m next dioor 1o Motional Gall Links
and Shinmecock Hilla factor i yoir
design?

Az | eald, 1% 2 grest spol, 8 oreat
Iosnon, 15 et urike Raticnal iom
{hat standpaint. National sits on fop al
1he hill, wiaes ot over e 181h hola
and to the watar ana views Deck over
Its goiif chires. It 55 on the same
iidge the alukibouss doas. 1 prm not
rmigtaken, he Setonack it was s
properly GB Macdomald first preterred
ia gl tha golf course al Mational, Dl
he cauldn't get it 50 e went 10 e
other mese of land, | may bawiong,
Lt [ fiinke that |s acourate. o, the sie
Mictaal has &8 vary valy phacs of
proparty, frofivan intersal an Ristarcal
stancipoint. Sabonack redaly is vary
dramatic. Ard naw that the ooll course
ig sompleted, | Rk Fisu go 19
Satonaok, vou're going tofind a golf
course that looks like It's bean there as
lorig s Matonal and Shinnecock. Whils
you cha have heed nesghbioring cowrses
thal argsieepen In radiion ang
respeciad around tha workd, you don't
went o mplicate tham You wart to do
somathing that is urique, hes 15 oen
aharacier, and somplements those
courses. | hink we accomplished [hat,

TOr have great respact [oe both af
thiss coursas, and the wiay o honos
{Fiat is it 10 copy them bul 1o da
zomelhing defferent, though & the
peqirming of tha pb | 'wasn't siee wihal
fhat wolld Be, s Bodn 82 wa gt the
noles chizsnad, | readzed that the
charactar o Sebonack would be
dglined by s wamer views, andg |
singEed warmrying that twaoiild iack
arylhing llke is neighbors, One
urewpscied fasture of our design

are 8 couple of bormowed views of
Mational Galf Links .. oo pirth
tes youl ook beck up thalr third areyay
Ieward Macoionaid s famouswindmill,
and ther huge flagpoie stands nght
Back batnd our 1840 green.,.. we
Bnifted ha grasn subithy 5o the isgpoka
would ba degd-center gover the orean
234 you Stand on e e

GA What tacturs allowsd the
cosdesign to work wsli?

J Cloaushy, | am sure 1harks-was
some sheplcign om both sdes

Bt it's ngt bacause | maven't worked
with @ co-dasigner before. |'m Lgsd

bty warkiiy s @ team, 've done closs
toy 20 co-tesigne with my suns. 'va
worked with Pala Dya, Oesmond
Musrnead. Gene Sarazen. and Arnokd
Palrmer Tha arfy dferencs was that
inmpat of ihose golif courses, we ook,
tha lead That was an imba concam,
ol i e enc, | was most indersstad
o1 rriakirg sure that whalsear peaciue
wi 0 was a quality product. Thaa's
2ot of Tom Doak out there and tan's
a ot of Jack Nickisus our thare. And
frarkdy, | ad B good e, | earmad a
liat-froam: Tom-ard | hope Tam lesmed
a ot from me, We Doth do thinge n
different ways, and 1o me, | enjoy
tearrirg ard closg thnps in aifarent
ways |tz 1un. | have-sald this balos,
wer sach would hewes cone a nice jab
Gn the couess i we hao don || on owr
cwrl, bt | think Mighasl got = betiee
Froctct betauss we dd wark toaether
| thind Torm and | will b frignds for a
wahy lang trre becauss af 1his
ExXpanence

The approsch [o the fivs! grean from the
right side of the fairvay, The hole plars
almng the boundary shared with the
Featianal Golf Links of Amanica - the
professianal's siop ot the Mational is
about 65 meires to the right, through 2
thicket of {rees.

T \We g bath obmforahls making
decizons in the figld, and I made it =
i b e an sits whensver Jack was
THEne, S0 W'D Sarcut ol diferences
of oplrion quickly and wouldn't hewve
ary dizsagreamant that dragoed oul.
Ang though seme pacole thought cur
two cormpanies wolld cissh, T actuaily
halpad fat they are onganized so
differently, bacyuss gvaryora had &
different pab 1o do: Jack's asscomtes
Jimy Lo and Chns Fule, handied the
drawing enrd anit kept i Informed

of the progress we wers making whils
e was away. My assooale Jim Libna
ran he canatruction prajact and
Wwarkiad with the superintamisrt &nd
(e shapers Jantd whispamd momy

gar mona han a faw trss about the
daggn|, whils 1he rest of my 1sam
cantributed from the seat of the
equipment, oreating grasns and
runkers fhal are sculpturally beaw il
o1 lop of Being intarssting o play



The green for the second hole is
fckod bobwaan farge sand dunes

But we didn’| divicke ugl the dasign
W, I any waly -~ sveryans hac
thesr say onevery hola.

@A What was tho hardost
pirrd of the progess?

JAE | think moos and any personality
differerces wars put 1o the-side, and it
wimkethwed Wa both hava very
telantad teams, | had my Senior Desion
Aszodiate Jim Lipeand Design
Coordinatar Ghrls Rila, and ey wae
vEry mportant 1o me. And Tom fisd
i Lirtina and ather £1all membars; all
of whiom wers vy imponant o him, in
the el | think beth teams wirked web
togather. Obviouséy, thene are soma
prdosophical Jffarsncas inour design
approech, bul that only meads the
sifuation hat much more intaresting.
Tam has a gmat acpmscation for the
pidar, more classic designs, snd | think
fie tries atl tres 10 epicale somea of
thasa, That'sfine | like the alder
desinrs, 100, but | use them mom as a
corcent You akways have to kesp
Iocay's gama in mind, and keso your
aopveash modern fromm a8 shot-walua
and distance-standpomnt, Agsir, | ek
vl aocomplishes (hal &l Setmack

TE: Everyone involied from bath frms
had o eneck thar egos aryl Bk a
siep back down the chein of command,
it Iy ehedrg 2o, we hac & deliculoes
number of taknted and expesanced
pespis handing even the smallest
detatz of te dasign, For ms persanally,
somedmes | felt | had less nme to-ba
meatve on this mroject than on ethers
because wa wane shways going Dack
tver decizions 1o ba sure they werd
right; instamd of movirg on to the next
hola: B thesa ans a bunch of pleces
that we improved the design by taking
& 2econd o auen third ook at soma
ariell chetail.

GA: Whit surprised you most
abot yiour Co-cles g input?

J: W aotuslly did g muting and Tom
dida routing: and we wsad more of
Tom's wauting than we did Gaurs; | hirk
waad|usted the holes a& we wart on
because | dan't think any frst roung
aver works perfestly. You'va got 1o
adjust, Bul | ink the routing worked
out quite well. To e honest, | knew
vary little aboat Tom bakors ths prosact
| hiael mat hedd & shance to reed any

of his arthcles. gnd | had not kad @
eharncs 1o see any of his golfcowses

Bo, | took Tom Doak for the peraan

| mat and hiow we worked I:agerl'er
And | found Tom o ba a NEY THCO
young man and vary bBrght. We hiad
& graal me and | think we groduced
B nlce produwat

Tk | kgt Jack would b very
particular about the strategy of holes
and sout the disiances of Carmss
and the size af gresns, but | was
siepized how concemied P was
anaul vieual alemans, .. ha shaplng
of the background o the green, belng
ke 1o 2ee nto tha deptn ol e
bunkers, and so farth,

GA: How s the course differoni
fram ane you wolld deskan
an your own’?

G Bach prmiett i ditteran], whsther
it 1he cavnar youans workeg with
or the sita iksall. With Sabanack, the
beggast diferance was mekding two
differant daslgn philossphles Mo ona
very Good goll Sourss. Tom IneLssEs
a great deal on the ook, -and | mage
CErTEIN 1D wedve [h Qoo goll shotz
and strateqy, S0, | think the balenca
at that working relabonsiup played
gut wed inthe end result.

T Marmmally | wioudn't Bkl s
Goures which 5 50 long Gl diffcs
fream 1ha back 1ees, less than one
percerit of golfers are gong o have
fun playing. Sebonack from-all ha vy
back. Bul even though Michas! = 2
14 handicap, e piays gof with 3 ke
ol grestl plavers, and it was mportsnt
1e him that thay respected his cowres
54 test of ther ability,

GA: Whalt i= a favornle feat

the course that your co-designer

F!||!_F|ir"'_,':|'11-"

JN As | sad Defone, Tom's team

did 8 Nice ol with the rowting, =nd
he bad a great Infivencs on the ook
of the coursa. | had seldom dons the
SEEtH- 0ok nmkenng praw fo thes
dinca-3ebonack, ['ve: prolably done
abiout 10 golf colrsss s way
becalca lenjoyad daing tand & was
sarnething | Fad ramly dome

TO. One of my mvodte noles & he
shoi par-2 (ifth, which i based on 3
hole Jeck aaw at Rhode isiand Courgn
Club. |Ve-a tiry gresn and the spoeosd
from the nghet Fe-almost impossibée
banauas the graen 2 Tiltes sway
thierm, soowaul have 1o it your 188 shoe
bEtween & burch of Dunikars on the
el & & cousis in the middie of the
ferwiay, its thasort of bols lots ol
mogem architects have forgotien o
inciucde Inther latast 7,500 yard
desgns:

Frioer

GA: Whal will be the most imporiss

glub in the o030 at >EDonIck?

i I e did aur job propeny, you
hiope that every club in the bag wil
pame ifla pay al Saponack Bt the
olubs Lsad wil vary from day 1o day
depanding an conditiong. The drieer
will e very Important, Decaurss you
want o pul the bad in play n e s
areas, You wil so haus |8 vanshy of
e SIS, DU Mo yow
o Ghols will depend oreathy o
congdifions. Amound (e greens, you
will Pitch the el soemetmes, and othes
timas phay 4 Texas wadge or putt the
ball, The greens Bave armough specs

1 tharn that you Detter o2 on your
puting game:




GA: What hale will take tha
mEmbers innges! 1o fgure ol how
to play?

N Probably number 2, Tha second
hola Nas | tee shat that you can
challengs, bul you could Ba uncartain
haw much you should challenge it and
P rruech womd should tite alf, When
you do bita it off, "'m nat sure you Bre
reaily gainirg a ot Yve have a mound
about Felfway between the second
Aot and the grean that blinds the
wiaksillity af {he green, which s a swasd
approach, You'n: ol sum whether o
play it low o pléy it ngh, or play d
Aght o |&af, draw it or fade it Yau')l
find Tat pecpde wil play it & ot o
ciffarent ways.

0 Faeme, itwall o the Taxss wecdge Abowe: Playing dowrhill fo a thay green,
freen off e green. The oreens am =0 the Sth hole s proteched by & cluster
srmall That I'mguaranteed 10 mess a ol af bunkers and sandy waste areas,

of e, and hough thene am a lob of
chipping araas arcund the greens
tha grass 5 50 tgt that V'l preder
foruse a putte,

GAr Whal is the one shot you
mest bpck forward o playing?

S The coening tes shot, on apenng
day, | ghways gel & tfremendous Kick
wut of tharng the openings after wa'va
gpani so much ime working on the
peoiect. To be able to stand on the first
fae and e e Iruits of your abar s
veny grathing. As i mlales ioapedh
shots, thay' all should ba Tun aftar that
Wer Wwent through the gall course, shol
for-shot, and thare |8 not 8 bad are out
there. Thev're all good galf shots and
oLl loak farwand 1o ihem all

TI: Ever since we worked on the
raufing, |'ve been looking forsard
tonitting the approach ahet 1o the
piewviEth. | nuns cowenbdl towand the
watar, s it reminds me just a bt of
the elaventh at Balybunion, which =
one af pry favarite-shots in golf

The sweop of Peconic Bay provides
o sturmning and distracting backdrop
far the approach o the par fouwr

11k greresnr. Belund and to the leff hes
Hie green of the one shol 1280 hole.




T Bodh e second and thind holes

At keng pardours where the mambers
will taka sorme Lima
1B Dasl 10 mise the ¢
163 15y L, (e
with a8 -y

Sirat

P Ers Ay s

e figunng cut the parS
H81n noles, for 1N@ same reason

thery may bie-phble io reach them intwo,
DU the greens sk severs enough thal
MSEING Iy N2 wming spot wil e oosth

G4 How will vour exparience with

LA COLE

NEN T |

chQ

YOIL CEEREn an your owr

S e Bleadly impacted on me, as |
mgrmned before; One of the reagons
agreed] to do this pmject 8 | anjoy
working with ofber pecols, | am ahum's
infgrasted m othar people’s ideas and

The teeing gropnd for the uphill
oar fawr 16N is set amongst
At durres and adjouwms

tha 121h fae

nfillencea fimy,
roject has mpeEcted oy

i In postie ways, and It was
& vary Dlessant axenanos,

TEE V'l ke 10 dlesign & course foe
ofessional pwent someday, ard |
thirk | undkersiand that mincsal much

M takr

patter afier warking with .
I tha mssantinm, fhalgh, RNk the
experience has encourapod mea
tos b sven oolsar n the futum, At
times during Seborack | was a litties
conssrvalive i my netructans to (ne
shapers, far fear Jadio would think we
WiErB doing samammng too wild and
urtinir. But fts arp
108 K

o il igallly

nedl st _:unl.;].l'n__l COWrss

thiat ane fun for peope 10 o Dk
ardd play aoain. and teday | fod moe

freed up G be & iithe oAzy agan

GA: W
I W 1he & parfance for wol

Qs

SN Thim snould be no difersnt than

Jesicining ary other goll courss, in that

i migsl enjoyable agpect 15 seeimg
Ihe galf course compketad and the
plaasune ¢ onrgs peoole, Ther's also
the sstistaction in sesing ihar the

cormplished the goalsa
e owier, and is dairg what it should
for e projecd, facility, and the overall

EAIrEE

devalopmant. Ssuonack will be & very
LEstul additen 1o e ami ol
courses of Long Isfand. |t sHould

o up wall ny ds position thesa, | think

Wocepter], and should

il De we

blassad With a tredihon n goit

TD. It s e o 2Ess
2t 10 cormies ous

O Nk

o ihe oihers toes At fresl, ot 35 we

get tor-know each ctnes that mefed

away On our [Seh 10ur arourd e =

tnen, but &5 500N a5 | mertionssd
the-members, hia ported to our e
cortour arcl sad, Ao
Ing pichers maund

GEA: Bhould more architects d

20l rathve work on oocasiona®

Ji | thirke you b 10 rerrsemibier
[NEt No rmEiler W
he cowrsa. Ib's alw.

Evenian a
& design team tha

Associne, a o
and 5 N

Fedualion sur

peopE N Our Sica, In acdasion, y

CHIT Wil
projecl manager, |hg-supe
and the con
he afapers, A5
with other degiones., | think

wark In o
ke

iructon leem, eShes

13 working

a2 kI Trarm othi

Ty deslghers B usit o
al the Ly

oo kg with olfer des
provide You freeh perepective on the
piac valiciates e

fOL BDDACACH OrEacls




TL: Evsry desgn s a coisbaraiion -
wa work with cismts and associatas
AR COrractors emcl shapees and

ERQINEErs and oihar concamead parias.

Wi L=ually gat toa muah of the crodi
far trv firishad produc!. so it's aasy
oo lirme Do start belieyng you heve €
all figuradt oot it was B eye-opener 1o
wark with another designesn, DEGALAE
thera ame ahways going to be
difbarenGes of opinion, and e

wii nadl to thire alaul tha cthars
perapachiv ARd whnthEr we wirs
really pohil in Our own peocess ofF nal,
| thirst 1he basson s that whethar or

The tayout af Sebonack includes
o spare or batting hole - the par
three 1915 plays towards the bay
with Cow Nock in the distance.

et they have & chance fo work with
someane else, all armhitects shouild
cjLEsatican wihat they really &now,
Ingtesct of [Lsl repeating e 1hinge
fhat have warked for tham n e pest,

A You've Doth gesignod goll
SOUrses |0 Ausitrale. Are thiers plans

lor army myre?

ST W sre always 0 dbcusskns
wiihy prospacts, and we e a
aUrBi| Hrosnes] < i e oy
Il Fyognedully Wil fessd ooa gall
courss Imvahing me

T2 We still have & second 18 hales
to baild at 1. Andrews Baach in
Vietaria, With uck, we'll B halfeay
linished by 1na time This joumal =
i ver rsaders” handa,




